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Editorial by Pamela Chrabieh, Anne Zaki, Mitri Raheb, Christo El Morr

Across Western Asia and North Africa (WANA), and
despite the continuous struggles of feminist individuals
and organizations towards gender equality, many
women’s lives continue to be blighted by the daily reality
of gender-based violence, including within religious/
sectarian communities. The Covid\4- pandemic has
heightened the already grave risks widely faced by
women, while several countries have made limited
advances on womenss rights at legislative, institutional,
and economic levels. Gains have been overshadowed by
continuing discrimination, and have been undermined
by the lack of (or a weak) implementation of reforms

and denial of women’s agency.

In that perspective, the TELOS team decided to
contribute to the ongoing debate on several issues
pertaining to gender and religion in the WANA region,
by publishing the articles of authors who deconstruct
stereotypes, present nuanced perspectives, and propose
diverse frameworks that portray locals as not only
passively socialized by religion but who have also agency

within their religiosity and multiform identities:

o Venus Nicolas’ ‘Gender and human rights’ briefly
discusses nine issues pertaining to gender-based
discrimination, from the division of labor to the
roles of customs and traditions, media institutions,
education, and the legal system. In addition, the author
introduces readers to the concepts of democracy and
women’s empowerment, and to St. Paul’s perspective on

women.

o Roula-Maria Dibs ‘More than a pretty face: gender
discrimination and women in Academia tackles
the often-neglected issue of gender biases and
discrimination in academic circles and institutions,
by focusing on obstacles women face, and examples

of injustice. The author’s article sheds light on how
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women struggle to climb the scholarly and professional

ladder, including in STEM and theology.

o Anne Zaki’s ‘Soft masculinity in Egypt’ introduces
readers to the main contradictions of gender-based
perspectives in local communities. Zaki then identifies
the “real problem” in the general cultural climate “that
makes the existence of laws and formalities a natural
and expected result”, leading to the discrimination and
violence against women. And she explains in several
points what she means by ‘soft masculinity’ which
belittles the status, image, value, or right of a woman in

a form that is still socially acceptable.

o Mohammed Al-Bashir Rezgui’s ‘Economic violence
against rural women in Tunisia: A critical reading of
the chapters of the Law on Elimination of Violence
against Women (Y-)V) tackles the issue of the
relationship of rural women in Tunisia to the practice of
economic violence to which they have been subjected,
especially since Y-V). Rezgui presents a brief study
on the nature of the laws enacted by the state in an
attempt to combat this type of violence and the state’s
neglect of institutional violence in which the state and
businessmen participate. And if “the law produces
a biased gender discourse, even if it is wrapped in a
“modern” legal tint, it is the social actor (the owner
of the field, the owners of companies) who reproduces

this discourse and makes it socially rooted.”

« Pamela Chrabieh’s ‘A Journey towards Gender Equality’
is a short essay combining personal experiences of and
scholarly work on gender and religion. Chrabieh calls
for highlighting local and diaspora feminist voices and
initiatives. These change-makers (including women
Theologians in their respective communities) offer
an alternative to the disenchantment experienced by

many institutions and non-governmental organizations
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concerning women’s rights.

 Nicolas Abou Mrad’s ‘A reading of the function of
deaconesses, past, present, and future summarizes
the main points of his talk at a conference organized
by the Center of Ecumenical, Missiological, and
Environmental Studies (CEMES) of the International
Hellenic University of Thessaloniki in Y-Y-. Abou
Mrad focuses on the Antiochene heritage and practice
and calls for examining the purpose of the function of

deaconesses today in order to restore it.

o Maria Kabara’s ‘Deaconesses, the patronage of women
in the Orthodox liturgical tradition, texts from the
teaching of the twelve apostles and the apostolic laws’
is a call for facing current challenges that women have
to deal with in the local patriarchal Orthodox Church
institutions, and a reading of first centuries texts which
indicate the prominent role and position of women in

the early Church.

o Rafik Ibrahim’s “‘Why do we call for the ordination of
women? Gender between exaggeration and balance in
the Arab Church’ introduces readers to the concept of
gender in the Arab world, to women’s and men’s roles
in society, and to the ordination of women in the Arab
Church.

o Omar Sabbagh’s ‘Women and War’ is a small slice
of narrative verse, describing and in part dramatizing
a scene at an American University a year or two past
the Y+ -7 war in Lebanon. This small scene hopes to
register the differences of viewpoints in the modern
Lebanese situation, with a special focus on the women’s
perspective on war and its effects. And ‘Mariam’ is a
small instance of a female lead psychological thriller
that tries to explore the murky areas of motivation and
intent in the romantic relationship of the central couple

in the tale.
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